
 Update   from   the   Superintendent  
 

To: Parents   and   Guardians  

From:  Bill   Husfelt,   Superintendent  

Date:  September   6,   2020  

 
It’s   not   much   of   a   surprise   that   one   week   into   the   school   year   we   began   reporting   our   first  
positive   cases   of   Covid-19   on   campus   to   the   Florida   Department   of   Education   (FLDOE)   and   the  
Florida   Department   of   Health   in   Bay   County   (FLDOH).  

What   is   surprising,   however,   is   that   several   of   the   cases   which   resulted   in   students   and   staff  
having   to   quarantine   could   have   been   completely   prevented   if   parents   had   either   kept   sick  
children   at   home   or   self-isolated   those   living   with   a   positive   Covid-19   case   at   home   instead   of  
sending   them   to   school.   Dosing   a   child   with   Tylenol   and   sending   him/her   to   school   to   hope   for  
the   best   is   both   irresponsible   and   reckless   given   the   virus   in   our   community   and   the   safety   of  
our   children   and   staff.  

Our   children,   and   our   staff,   are   depending   upon   ALL   of   us   to   do   the   right   thing   when   it   comes   to  
Covid-19   and   to   be   vigilant   about   symptoms,   self-monitoring,   self-isolating   and   quarantining   as  
warranted.   I   firmly   believe   that   if   we   all   do   that,   and   employ   the   social   distancing   and   mask  
wearing   requested,   we   will   be   able   to   minimize   the   disruption   to   our   schools   and   to   our   families.  

We   did   receive   a   lot   of   questions   last   week   about   what   happens   when   we   have   identified   a  
positive   case   on   campus   so   I   thought   I’d   try   to   explain.  

First   of   all,   we   have   a   comprehensive   process,   completely   directed   by   the   FLDOE   and   FLDOH,  
in   these   instances   and   we’re   determined   to   follow   that   and   implement   the   quarantines   with   the  
“surgical   precision”   being   recommended   by   the   DOE.   That   means   not   just   quarantining   a   whole  
class   because   of   one   positive   case   but   looking,   in   great   detail,   at   seating   charts,   interactions,  
social   distancing   and   mask   wearing   practices   to   determine   exactly   how   many   students   or   staff  
members   really   need   to   quarantine.  

Every   step   of   this   process,   and   every   “surgical   decision”   is   both   directed   and   mandated   by   the  
FLDOE   and   FLDOH   and   we   are   taking   our   responsibilities   to   notify   the   right   people   and   act  
swiftly   very   seriously.  

When   a   positive   case   is   reported   to   us,   by   a   parent   or   staff   member,   we:  

1. Notify   the   appropriate   authorities   at   the   DOE   and   DOH.  
2. Gather   the   seating   charts   for   impacted   classrooms,   buses   and   other   common   spaces.  
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3. Arrange   to   have   all   of   those   spaces   professionally   cleaned   on   top   of   regular   cleaning  
protocols.  

4. Determine   the   social   distancing,   mask   wearing   and   other   protocols   in   place.  
5. Determine   when   the   patient   began   showing   symptoms   (to   help   determine  

contagiousness).  
6. Identify   the   close   contacts   and   minimal   contacts.  
7. Contact   the   entire   school’s   staff   and   parents,   via   email,   to   inform   them   of   the   presence   of  

a   positive   case   on   campus.  
8. Contact,   via   email   and   phone   call,   the   close   contacts   to   inform   them   of   the   need   to  

quarantine.  
9. Contact,   via   email,   the   minimal   contacts   to   inform   them   of   the   need   to   self-monitor.  

While   all   of   this   is   occurring,   we’re   in   constant   contact   with   the   DOH   and   DOE   to   ensure   we’re  
following   their   protocols   and   mandates.  

Typically,   all   of   this   occurs   within   just   a   couple   of   hours   of   our   receipt   of   the   notification   of   a  
positive   test   and   I   cannot   praise   our   team   enough   for   all   of   their   hard   work   and   collaboration   in  
these   situations.   As   you   can   see,   however,   our   system   is   100   percent   dependent   upon   us  
having   both   accurate   phone   numbers   and   email   addresses   in   FOCUS.   It’s   critical   that   ALL  
parents   make   sure   their   Parent   Portal   account   is   active   and   updated.   Unfortunately,   in   one  
situation   last   week,   1/3   of   the   emails   we   sent   regarding   the   situation   were   undeliverable   due   to  
bad   email   addresses.  

The   bottom   line   is   that   our   plan   is   only   as   good   as   the   support   it   receives   from   our   parents   and  
staff   members.   I   cannot   stress   enough   that   the   very   best   thing   ANYONE   can   do   for   our   children  
right   now   is   to   stay   home   when   sick.   I   know   that’s   easier   said   than   done   in   some   cases   but   it’s  
truly   the   single   most   important   thing   we   can   to   ensure   the   children   who   need,   and   want,   to   come  
to   school   still   have   that   option   and   that   the   staff   members   who   need   to   come   to   work   can   do   so  
as   safely   as   possible.  

We   are   eternally   grateful   for   the   amazing   partnerships   we   have   with   the   DOE   and   the   DOH   and  
for   their   endless   assistance,   guidance   and   decisions.   No   one   asked   for   this   pandemic   and   no  
one   has   all   of   the   answers   unfortunately.   I   am   sure,   however,   that   we   can   keep   our   children   and  
staff   safe   by   working   together   just   as   we   have   always   done   and   I   am   grateful   for   your   continued  
support   for   the   mission   and   vision   of   our   district.  
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